St. Andrew’s Scots Kirk
Sermon for Sunday 20 July 2008

“Having it all…”
Text: Galatians 5 verse 25
“If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit.”

Today, we come down to the end of our series of studies on the Holy Spirit. It has not been a long series – we began it exactly 3 months ago, back in April. Maybe it seems longer. That may be because it has been comprehensive. Wherever you go in the Bible, you cannot get far from the Holy Spirit of God. He is like the lettering that runs through a stick of seaside rock. He is there in Genesis 1 verse 2, when the wind/breath/spirit/ruah from God sweeps over the face of the waters and He is still there in Revelation 22 verse 17 when the Spirit and the Bride say “Come”. Of course, He is not alone in this. There are other persistent Biblical themes and images. We come to one of these images today when we consider “The Fruit of the Spirit”. We can find references to fruit and fruitfulness throughout the Bible. It is there in Genesis 1 verse 11, when God says “Let the earth put forth vegetation…fruit trees of every kind” and it is there in Revelation 22 verse 2 where we read of “the tree of life with its twelve kinds of fruit”. I hope that with me you feel a sense of rightness when, for the last of our series of studies on the Holy Spirit, these Biblical threads are brought together to find their place in that strong rope which binds heaven and earth together securely in Jesus Christ, that threefold cord which cannot be broken quickly (Ecclesiastes 4 verse 12).
Last Sunday, we were considering the charismata, the Gifts of the Spirit, especially as they are listed in 1 Corinthians 12 verses 1 to 11. There are some strong parallels between the Gifts of the Spirit and the Fruit of the Spirit. For example, there are 9 gifts of the Spirit and 9 fruit of the Spirit. Again, like the church in Corinth, the church in Galatia was one of Paul’s problem “children” but for different reasons. One difference is that there was one Christian congregation in the ancient city of Corinth but there were several congregations in Asia – that is Asia Minor or modern Turkey - both in the south, brought into being on Paul’s first missionary expedition with Barnabas (in Acts 13 and 14) and also in the north and west, a result of his later missionary endeavours with Silas in (Acts 16). 
Purely as an aside but not one which is totally irrelevant in St. Andrew’s Scots Kirk, let me remind you that at least some of these congregations would have been made up of Celtic peoples. The name Galatia is the same as Galacia (NW Spain), Galle (France), Pays de Galles (Wales), Wallace (as in Sir William Wallace of “Braveheart” fame) indicating the great mobility of the Celts and Celtic culture and perhaps with them, the Gospel. So this may not be not totally irrelevant because as you know, or should know, the Scots, another Celtic tribal grouping, have their own distinctive and sometimes divisive outlook on life.
The problem in Galatian churches was the opposite of the problem in Corinth. In Corinth, at the very centre of Greek pagan culture, the problem was a sense of material selfishness which was carrying over into spiritual self absorption. The problem in Galatia was that after Paul’s original evangelistic work, other Jewish Christians had come in to teach the Galatians that to be proper Christians, to be real Christians, they had to be good Jews also, circumcised and obedient to the full Jewish Law code. Paul addresses the falseness in this teaching by stressing the all sufficient grace of God revealed in Jesus Christ. “We know that a person is not justified by the works of the law but through faith in Jesus Christ” (Galatians 2 verse 16). The purpose of the Law is to show us right from wrong, to be a “school master”, our paidagogus or disciplinarian who shows us our need of God’s grace and forgiveness (Galatians 3 verse 24). It cannot make us free; it can only show us our need of the freedom which God alone gives in Jesus.
With freedom comes responsibility. So in our passage for today, Paul says at verse 13: “For you were called to freedom, brothers and sisters; only do not use your freedom as an opportunity for self indulgence.” He does not want these legalistic Galatians to set off in the other direction and end up in the same boat as the Corinthians. In case they are in any doubt about what might constitute self indulgence, he lists what he calls the “works of the flesh” at verses 19 and 20: “fornication, impurity, licentiousness, idolatry, sorcery, enmities, strife, jealousy, anger, quarrels, dissensions, factions, envy, drunkenness, carousing and things like these”. Paul is not someone who simply condemns the negatives in a “Thou shalt not" kind of way. Rather, he wants to emphasise the positives, and here he picks up where we found him leaving off in 1 Corinthians 13 verse 13 when he affirmed that “Now faith, hope and love abide, these three, and the greatest of these is love”. So  in Galatians 5 verse 13 he says “through love become slaves to one another”.
This leads him to list the Fruit of the Spirit, the positive, the good. Perhaps before we look at the list again, we should pick up more of the fruity threads which are spun for us through the scriptures:
We remember how Adam and Eve were told to “Be fruitful and multiply” (Genesis 1 verse 28) and how that same instruction was given to Noah and his family after they emerged from the Ark (Genesis 8 verse 7). Remember also how back in Numbers 13, the 12 spies which were sent out by Moses into Canaan were to bring back fruit as evidence of its fertility. We are told that they brought back grapes and pomegranates and figs. (Interestingly, it seems that there were no oranges, lemons or grapefruit in those days – the fruits we might associate with Israel today). Once they reach the Promised Land and posses some of these fertile places for themselves, they are expected to bring the best of that fruit as an offering to the God who has provided it in abundance (Leviticus 23 verse 10). When all of this falls apart and Jerusalem is laid waste by the Babylonians, Isaiah prophecies that this will continue until the Messiah comes to redeem his people and then the effect (or fruit) of his righteousness shall be peace – and much more than that (Isaiah 32 verse 17). 
This is why we find the bearing of fruit such a persistent theme in the teachings of Jesus, often in parable. It is evidence of the Messiah-ship, his Messiah-ship. The most powerful picture Jesus gives of himself is in John 15 verses 1 to 11 where he says at verse 5 “I am the vine, you are the branches. Those who abide in me and I in them bear much fruit because apart from me you can do nothing”. And this is what Paul is telling each of us in Galatians 5. Because God has made us free in Christ or Messiah, the Holy Spirit of God in Christ is free to live in us and to bear the fruit of the Spirit through us. 
We should note that the Fruit of the Spirit, unlike the Gifts of the Spirit, is singular. There is no pick and mix here. And we should also note that while the Gifts of the Spirit were given to the church, the Fruit of the Spirit is for every Christian to bear. And when we look at the list, it is everything we might want for ourselves and for others. Verse 22 tells us that “the fruit of the Spirit is love, joy, peace, patience, kindness, generosity, faithfulness, gentleness and self control”. There is nothing there that we might not want for ourselves or for others. We might want to think twice about self control. It sounds a bit repressed, a bit Victorian. The Greek word being use is egkrateia which is derived from two words, ego meaning self, and krateia meaning strength so it means to have strength over all things including oneself, which is the greatest strength of all!

What Paul is saying we can have it all. This then is the point to which we have been led. We can have it all and, by God’s grace, we can share in it all. Yes, we can have our freedom, and yes, we can know the taste of the sweetest of fruits, those things that we really, really want. And this is the work of the Holy Spirit of God. This is the understanding to which we are now led: 
“If we live by the Spirit, let us also be guided by the Spirit” 

