St. Andrew’s Scots Kirk Colombo

Sermon for Sunday 22 June 2008

“The Superglue of the Gospel”
Text: 1 Corinthians 6 verses 17

“Anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.”

We are well into the second half of our series of studies into what the Bible has to say about the Holy Spirit of God. Those of you who have been with us throughout the series thus far will forgive me if I do a brief recap for the benefit of those who may have missed a bit.

In the Old Testament, we saw how the Holy Spirit has been active since the beginning of Creation and how the revelation of the will of God was given through Him. In the Gospels of the New Testament, we saw how the Spirit reveals and confirms that Jesus is the Messiah. The same Holy Spirit is essential to Jesus glorification. By glorification, we mean bringing the fullness, the full “weight”, of what Jesus has accomplished in his death and resurrection to bear in the hearts and lives of the disciples. In the Acts of the Apostles, we saw how this takes off the Day of Pentecost. And thereafter, how the Spirit is forever active – anointing, baptizing and filling. His presence and his power are then recognised by an increasing number of people. And that power is released through their activities, such as prayer, fasting and the laying on of hands. We also saw how there can be a temptation to misunderstand and therefore to abuse the Spirit’s power.
Today, we continue our studies by looking at the teachings of the Apostle Paul in the letters which he wrote to Christian churches and to individual Christian believers. It is to Paul that we are indebted for our understanding of both the gifts of the Spirit and the fruit of the Spirit. Because these are such significant matters in their own right, we shall take the time to study them in greater detail at a later date. 

In the New Testament, there are thirteen epistles, or letters, written by Paul, between Romans and Philemon. They divide up into 2 groups, the first nine from Romans to 2 Thessalonians being written to church communities in Rome, Corinth, Galatia, Ephesus, Philippi, Colossae, and Thessalonica. As we might expect, they are filled with references to the Holy Spirit, over 100 in total. Strangely, in the three Pastoral Epistles to Timothy and Titus there are very few references, only 12 in total. In Philemon, there is no reference at all! The simplest explanation could be that they are shorter than the General Epistles and so contain proportionally less references. Another reason might be that Paul sees it as important that the Spirit’s power is being made manifest within the community of believers where there is an opportunity to test the reality of the experience rather than in the experience of the individual where there is no way of confirming what he or she believes is the Spirit’s activity in his or her life.
Like Jesus in the Gospels and Luke in Acts, Paul uses pictures to describe the Spirit’s activity. In 2 Corinthians 1 verse 22, he refers to the Spirit as a first installment, in 2 Corinthians 3 verse 3, he refers to Him as ink (by which the Spirit writes his story in our lives), in 2 Corinthians 5 verse 5 verse 5, he calls Him a guarantee and in Ephesians 1 verse 13 and 4 verse 30, he refers to Him as a seal or a mark.
The main teaching by Paul about the Holy Spirit comes in Romans chapter 8, that wonderful passage of scripture which begins with the words: “There is now no condemnation for those who are in Christ Jesus.” In this simple sentence, Paul is summarising the gospel. There is no condemnation for those who are in Jesus. It’s Paul’s equivalent to Jesus’ words in John 3 verse 16 “so that whoever believes in Him shall not perish”.
In both these verses, the most important word is a preposition, the little word “in” for it describes the nature of our relationship with Jesus. Paul speaks about being “in Christ Jesus” and Jesus speaks about “believing in Him”. So it is that in the 16 verses which follow in Romans 8, it is the prepositions which matter. This has sometimes been referred to as the “Grammar of the Gospel”. You may remember that when you were at school, you were taught that verbs were doing words and nouns were naming words. Prepositions like “in” are “pointing” words. They tell us who is doing what to whom and sometimes how! They are relationship words.
There are 14 references to the Spirit in these 17 verses. Associated with most of these references is a preposition. By paying attention to these prepositions, we can trace the work of the Holy Spirit in the life of the Christian believer. At verse 2, Paul contrasts the law of the Spirit of life in Christ Jesus with the law of sin and death. There are two laws, two principles at work in our world, the one is the law of death, the other is the law of life. By writing of the law of the Spirit of life, Paul is pointing us to the possibility of sharing in the life that belongs to, that is “of” the Holy Spirit of God. At verse 4, he tells us, then, to be careful not to walk according to the flesh but according to the Spirit. It is “to” the Spirit we must go for our guidance, our direction. This can be brought about by focusing our mind on the Spirit rather than on the flesh (verse 6).
Now, in case we might be beginning to think that all of this depends solely upon us – to select the law by which we shall live, to be careful to walk in the Spirit and always to be focusing our minds upon the Spirit, Paul makes it plain at verse 9 that these are choices are made easier for us because “you are not in the flesh; you are in the Spirit”. By our faith in Christ, we are in Him and therefore, in the Spirit. We are not choosing the known against the unknown. At verse 11, he tells us that it is the Spirit himself who will give us his life: “If the Spirit of him who raised Jesus from the dead dwells in you, he who raised Christ from the dead will give life to your mortal bodies also through his Spirit”.  It is not that we have chosen to live in the Spirit but that the Spirit has chosen to live through us. The net result will be that we shall be led by the Spirit of God. At verse 14, he affirms that “All who are led by the Spirit of God are children of God”. 
It is the presence of the Spirit in us and the life that we live by the Spirit which confirm that we are the children of God and joint heirs with Christ – born of the Spirit, led to the Spirit, with our minds set on the Spirit, living in Spirit and through the Spirit, and in all things, led by the Spirit. This wonderful sequence of prepositions points up the nature of our life in the Spirit and the nature of his life in us.

And this is the great contribution which Paul makes to our understanding of the person, presence and power of the Holy Spirit. The Holy Spirit is in us and we are in the Holy Spirit. Throughout his letters to the different churches, we can find him referring to the Holy Spirit in us, for example at Romans 5 verse 5, where he says: “And hope does not disappoint us, because God’s love has been poured into our hearts through the Holy Spirit that has been given to us”. There are further similar references in 1 Corinthians 3 verse 16, 2 Corinthians 1 verse 22, Galatians 4 verse 6, and Ephesians 3 verse 16 and 5 verse 18. You can find these listed overleaf from the order of service. But we can find an equal number of references to our being “in the Holy Spirit”. At Ephesians 6 verse 18 “Pray in the Spirit at all times”. And again we can find other similar references to being “in the Spirit” at Philippians 2 verses 1 and 3 verse 3, Colossians 1 verse 8 and 1 Thessalonians 1 verse 5.  
In other words, for the church, for the Christian believer, the Holy Spirit is everything. He is all embracing. He provides the grammar of the gospel. He is in all those little prepositions which point up how we relate to God in Christ. If I may add my own picture to those of Paul listed previously, he is the “superglue of the Gospel”. He holds us together as an individual Christian and as a body of Christian believers and by him we are bonded for ever to Almighty God and his plan and purpose of salvation in Jesus Christ. 
And, this is put very simply by Paul himself in our text for today:

“Anyone united to the Lord becomes one spirit with him.
